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Participle Clauses Box Game  
 

Teachers’ Notes 
 
 

Aim of the Game 
 
To win the opportunity to draw a line between two points on the game board and eventually to create boxes by 
adding reduced participle clauses to sentences. The team that ‘finishes’ the creation of a box wins that box. The 
team that has the most boxes at the end of the game is the winner.  
 
 
Pre Class Preparation 
 
Make an A3 copy of the game board to stick on the whiteboard in class.  
 
Prepare a copy of the sentences list to take to class.  
 
 
Procedure 
 
Stick the game board up on the whiteboard or somewhere where it is visible to the whole class.  
 
Split the class into two teams and get them to choose names or colours for their teams.  
 
Explain or elicit how to play the game. Do some examples with easy questions at the beginning so that everyone is 
clear how to play.  
 
Teams take it in turns to play. The teacher reads out a sentence and the team have to add a reduced participle 
clause to the sentence so that it makes more sense (e.g. ‘Medicines should be free’ becomes ‘Medicines needed by 
cancer patients should be free’) If they add in the participle clause correctly, they win the chance to play on the 
game board. This involves choosing a place to draw a line between two adjacent dots on the board, either 
horizontally (e.g. from B2 to C2) or vertically (e.g. C3 to C4) but not diagonally. If they can insert both a present 
participle clause (‘Medicines containing only natural substances should be free’) and a past participle clause into the 
sentence they can draw two lines on the game board within the same go.  
 
Teams continue to take turns inserting participle clauses and drawing lines on the board. When a team manages to 
finish creating a box (e.g. lines B2 to C2, C2 to C3, B2to B3 and B3 to C3) they win that box for their team. It does not 
matter who drew the previous lines in creating the box - the team that finishes the box wins it for their team. Write 
the initial of the team name in the box or shade it in in the team’s colour to record who won the box.  
 
The game can continue until all possible lines have been drawn, although you may wish to play to a time limit or 
number of sentences limit to shorten the game.  
 
Count up the number of boxes won by each team - the team with the most boxes is the winner.  
 
 
Variations 
After the game has finished, learners can discuss the sentences created during the game. 
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1. Medicines should be free.  

2. Emails should be deleted immediately.  

3. Footballers don’t know they’re born. 

4. Politicians are corrupt.  

5. Supermodels are inappropriate role models.  

6. Teachers are the key to a better world.  

7. Poverty is an impossible problem to solve.  

8. Drinks should be freely available.   

9. The United States is losing its grip on world politics.  

10. Caviar is extortionately expensive.  

11. Environmental problems are the number one priority.  

12. Cars won’t exist in fifty years.  

13. Flights to the moon are a waste of money.  

14. Course books are the best way of teaching English.  

15. Postcards are a good way of keeping in touch.  

16. Planes are an environmental hazard.  

17. Sushi is exquisite.  

18. Hamburgers are unhealthy.  

19. Diaries are an excellent form of self-reflection.  

20. Yoga is extremely beneficial.  

21. Film stars should be ignored.  

22. TV programmes should be banned.  

23. Pop groups should be rewarded.  

24. Websites should be subsidised by the government.  

25. Doctors are dangerous.  

26. Taxi drivers should lose their licenses.  

27. Breakfasts shouldn’t be eaten more than once a week.  

28. Meals are recommended.  

29. Coffee tastes better. 

30. Tea is good for your health.  

31. More movies should be made.  

32. Games should be encouraged.  

33. Activities are good for children.  

34. Food is the future.  

35. School uniforms should be compulsory.  
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